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President Smith and members of the Maryland State Board of Education, 
 
I am Hope Meisinger-Blaschak, a member of Decoding Dyslexia Maryland and the Co-
Chair of Baltimore County’s Special Education Citizens’ Advisory Committee.  I am also 
the mother of a dyslexic child.   I am here to talk about what is happening to dyslexic 
students in our state’s school systems.   
 
Longitudinal studies have estimated that up to 17% of the population is dyslexic. That 
means approximately 143,000 dyslexic students are attending Maryland public 
schools.  Dyslexia adversely affects a range of language skills including reading, writing 
and spelling.  It is NOT the reversal of b’s and d’s or reading words backwards.  It is not 
a sign of poor intelligence or laziness.  Much of what happens in a classroom is based 
on reading and writing so it is important for the 3 to 4 dyslexic students per class to be 
identified early so they can be in a position to benefit from structured literacy instruction 
and not fall behind their peers. According to leading international expert Dr. Sally 
Shaywitz, students with dyslexia need a structured approach to literacy acquisition as 
early as possible. Early identification through universal screening in Kindergarten and 
1st grade is essential.  
 
As a dyslexic student, my daughter is one of the fortunate ones.  We were able to 
identify her dyslexia in first grade because we have a family history of dyslexia.   That 
early identification means my daughter doesn’t have to spend years in school, feeling 
stupid, wondering why she can’t read like her peers.  Most dyslexic students aren’t 
identified until they are in at least third or fourth grade.  She is also fortunate to have a 
private tutor teaching her to read using structured literacy -- an explicit, sequential and 
multisensory method of teaching reading that has been proven to work for dyslexic 
students.   
 
Unfortunately, my daughter’s public school does not have teachers trained to teach the 
foundations of reading so students like my daughter can learn to read.  Teachers are not 
graduating from college with the knowledge about dyslexia and struggling readers or the 
ability to teach them.  My daughter’s dyslexia evaluation and her ongoing specialized 
tutoring is paid for by my family and happens after my 7 year old spends a full day at 
school.  My family and I make this our priority because we do not want to waste the 
window of opportunity when these interventions are most effective.   
 
Imagine yourself in the first grade, doing your best, but struggling to follow along as the 
class reads a book.  You wonder why everyone else in the class can read and 
understand, but you can’t, no matter how hard you try.   Even though dyslexic students 
often have above average intelligence, we equate intelligence with ability to read. This is 
especially true in school — and children see it that same way.  When a child isn’t 
reading as well as their peers they feel stupid and school causes them stress and 
anxiety.   
 
Dyslexic students often develop strategies to avoid embarrassing situations.  They make 
frequent trips to the nurse, or the bathroom when they might be asked to read or answer 
questions related to a text. They act out or become the class clown; being being bad or 



silly is better than being considered stupid.   Many students can hold it together all day at 
school- only to come home and vent their pent up frustration on their parents or siblings. 
Although individuals with dyslexia can have great talents and achievements, more 
typically, dyslexia is associated with reduced educational attainment and poor academic 
self-esteem.  Dyslexic students are often teased and bullied… those effects are 
devastating and lifelong. 
 
Middle school and high school is even more difficult for dyslexic students because the 
reading volume and difficulty increase exponentially. For the student who is reading 
several grade levels behind, keeping up in history or science can be almost 
impossible.  NIH has linked juvenile crime, drug use, incarceration rates, and dropout 
rates to reading failure. We know that 85% of juvenile offenders are functionally illiterate. 
A University of Texas study determined that 50% of their prison population was 
dyslexic.  There has been a great deal of discussion about the pipeline to prison. 
Education is a central pillar of that conversation. We know that improving literacy rates is 
crucial in reducing incarceration rates. 
 
We believe that Maryland can be on the forefront of this effort to improve literacy and 
ultimately change the fate for so many who lack opportunities and a bright future.  We 
can screen all students in Kindergarten and first grade, have knowledgeable teachers 
and provide effective, research-based, early interventions.  We can and must do more to 
insure that each student in Maryland realizes their full potential through their civil right to 
read.    
Thank you. 
 
Hope Meisinger-Blaschak 
Mshope.meis@gmail.com 
Co-Chair Baltimore County Special Education Citizens Advisory Committee 
Member of Decoding Dyslexia Maryland 
http://www.decodingdyslexiamd.org/ 
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