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MaRYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION

PREPARING WORLD CLASS STUDENTS

200 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, MD 21201 « 410-767-0100 » 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD * msde.maryland.gov

TO: Members of the State Board of Educzﬂorf '
FROM: Jack R. Smith, Ph.D. —
DATE: January 25, 2016

SUBJECT: Overview of the Division of Rehabilitation Services

PURPOSE:

The purpose of this agenda item is to provide an overview of programs administered by Maryland State
Department of Education’s Division of Rehabilitation Services,

BACKGROUND:

The Division of Rehabilitation Services (DORS) administers two federal programs in Maryland. The
public vocational rehabilitation program provides services and supports to students, youth, and adults
with significant disabilities. The services and supports assist these individuals achieve their goals for post-
secondary education, vocational training, and employment. The vocational rehabilitation program
operates in accordance with the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, most recently by the Workforce
Innovation and Opportunity Act that was enacted in 2014.

In Federal Fiscal Year 2015, DORS assisted 2,559 persons with significant disabilities achieve their
employment goals. Overall, the Division assisted a total of 25,733 individuals with significant disabilities,
including 9,509 youth with disabilities transitioning from school to post-secondary education, vocational
training, and careers.

The demand for DORS services exceeds the Division’s ability to serve all individuals seeking vocational
rehabilitation services, resulting in a wait list. As of the end of September 2015, the wait list was 2,697
individuals who waited up to 19 months to begin services.

The Division also oversees the operation of the Disability Determination Services (DDS). The DDS
processes claims that are filed by Maryland citizens for Social Security Disability Income and
Supplemental Security Income. DDS operates in accordance with Social Security laws and is totally
funded by the Social Security Administration.

In Federal Fiscal Year 2015, the DDS processed 76,734 disability claims filed by Maryland citizens.
Approximately 25% of the annual DD$S workload includes youth under the age of 18 with disabilities.



Members of the State Board of Education
January 26, 2016

Page 2

ACTION:

For information only. No action required.

Attachment
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