LIBRARY LINE

 

MARYLAND STATE LIBRARY FOR THE BLIND AND PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED

 

 

Volume 20, Issue 1   Winter, 2014
BARD Mobile App for iPhone and iPad now available!

 

The National Library Service (NLS) has released the BARD Mobile app for iPhone 3GS and newer, 4th and 5th generation iPod Touch, and all iPads. This app enables BARD users to download audiobooks and magazines directly to their iDevices.  You can also read Braille materials if your device is connected to a refreshable Braille display through Bluetooth.  

“Bard Mobile is another benchmark in our use of technology to enhance the delivery and reading experience of NLS patrons,” NLS Director Karen Keninger said.  “Blind and Disabled Americans are as keen as everyone else to use mobile devices.  Our younger patrons are particularly eager to use the same gadgets as their peers.”  

The app is free, easy to use, and available for download from the iTunes store—just search for “bardmobile” or “nls bard.”   

If you have any questions regarding the app or are interested in signing up for BARD, contact a librarian today!  If you’re an Android user, don’t worry an app for your platform is currently in development. 

Want to Learn how to use an iPad?

For those interested in learning how to use iDevices, CANnect.org, an online educator for people with visual disabilities, offers an online course Using the iPad with Voiceover.  This program will walk you through each step, from taking the iPad out of the box to using VoiceOver to send email, surf the web, and read books.  To register send an email to ccviponlinecourse@baruch.cuny.edu.  Include your full name and the course you’re interested in, and CANnect.org will send you everything you need to log in and start learning.

 

iSupport

 

Librarians love to help you find new books and that next favorite author, but if you need technical support for your iPhone, iPad or other Apple products, you’ll need to make an appointment with our adaptive technology guru, Jerry Price.   Jerry is able to provide support in person or over the phone and can be reached at jprice@lbph.lib.md.us, or call (410) 230-2446.  

 

If you’re a tech-savvy do-it-yourselfer, check out www.applevis.com where you can network with other users with visual impairments to learn how to expertly operate your adaptive technology.  

 

A Message from the Director 

Greetings and a Happy New Year to all of you!  It has been  a wonderful year of reading, book clubs, technology discussions, and programming.

 

Many changes took place over the past year, including some significant personnel changes.  Please help us welcome the  newest additions to our LBPH staff, Lisa Chester and Patricia Bennett: 

Lisa Chester joined the LBPH staff in July 2013 as the new Management Associate for the Maryland Accessible Textbook Program (MAT).  She comes with a myriad of administrative experience having worked at healthcare, academic and financial institutions.  Prior to joining LBPH, Lisa worked as an Office Manager in the Office of Medical Affairs at Parkwest Health System, Inc.  

 

Lisa’s enjoys spending time with her husband Leroy, and her two children Christopher and Asia, as well as other family members and friends.   

 

Patricia Bennett volunteered in the LBPH Applications Department before being hired on full-time as an Office Clerk in the Technical Services Department in August 2013.  She is a retiree of the Enoch Pratt Free Library, where she worked as a Circulation Supervisor for 33 years.  

 

She enjoys roller skating, reading, traveling and, most of all, time with her family.

Commercial Audiobooks Soon Available through NLS

The National Library Service (NLS) recently announced they would soon be partnering with commercial audio book producers to supplement the 2,000 audio books already  produced yearly by the NLS studios. 

 

This not only means more titles, but also less time between a title’s release date and its availability to talking book patrons. Over the next few years, the number of commercial audio titles available is expected to surpass those produced by NLS. 

Braille Course now Available at LBPH

Learning Braille promotes independence with its numerous and invaluable uses, enabling people to take notes, write down phone numbers, label household items, and read to the children and grandchildren. The MD LBPH has recently partnered with Blind Industries and Services of Maryland (BISM) to offer free instructional classes on reading and writing braille.  

Classes are held at the library twice a week, and the length of the course is determined by need.  For more information, or to reserve your spot in the next instructional session, please contact Karen Crosby at 443-740-6518.  
Meditative Gardening Course from Hadley

 

Feeling stressed out? Check out the Hadley School for the Blind’s new course, Stress Relief and Meditative Gardening.  It’s available online.  The Chicago Botanic Gardens worked with Hadley to put the course together.  The four-lesson course explains how to create a garden space in your home that can be used for stress relief and meditation.  This course is open to students in Hadley’s adult continuing education and high school programs.  For more information visit www.hadley.edu or contact Student Services at 1-800-526-9909 or student_services@hadley.edu to enroll.

 

2014 Braille Calendars Available
 

LBPH has received a limited number of braille calendars provided by the Braille Action Fund.  The calendars are compact and can be stored easily in a purse or computer case.  To receive a calendar from us please call the main library number (410) 230-2424 and choose option 4.  

 

If you would like to order a calendar directly from the Braille Action Fund send an email request to: calendars@actionfund.org or fax your request to 818-343-3219.

Technology Corner

Free PDF Reader Available for Download

 

The Swiss National Association of and for the Blind has developed a free PDF reader for people with visual impairments The reader filters the text out of a PDF file and allows users to control the font size, color, and contrast.  The reader can be used with Windows, Max, and Linux, and can be downloaded at www.szb.ch/en/home.html. 

 

 

Search Engine for the Visually Impaired

 

Good50.com, a search engine operated by Google and designed for those with vision restrictions, has three tools for those unable to read standard print:

 

1. A low vision version with high contrast (black print on white

    background or white print on black background);

 

2. The ability to increase font size;

 

3. Fewer ads than other search engines.

 

As an added bonus, the search engine donates cash to your favorite charity for every 50 visits.

 

 

Websites of Interest

Directionsforme.com is an amazingly helpful site that lets you know all of the label information for various products, such as usage for medicines, baking instructions for mixes, and nutritional info for food.  

 

Radionlovers.com offers streaming of many popular old-time radio shows.  Choose the show, then the name of the episode and enjoy!

Qcsalon.net is a free, online games site for sighted and blind users.  There are more than 20 games available  such as Spades, Uno, Monopoly and other popular favorites.

Children’s Books to Finish Out the Winter Season!

 

Snow is falling, DB040379 

by Franklyn Mansfield Branley
A simple description of the beauty, dangers, and usefulness of snow, including an experiment that proves snow retains warmth.  For grades K-3.

 

The Snowy Day, BR010045
by Ezra Jack Keats
Young Peter is thrilled to wake up to snow piled high. He spends the day crunching, sliding, building a snowman, making snow angels, and having a great time. For grades K-3. Caldecott award winner.

Hans Brinker or, the Silver Skates, BR012425, DB049179 (download)
by Mary Mapes Dodge 
In the winter Hans and his sister Gretel enjoy skating on frozen canals in Holland, even though they are so poor they have only clumsy, wooden skates. They would like to win the silver skates offered as the prize in a race. Originally published in 1865. For grades 4-7.

 

The Long Winter, BR011325, DB021198
by Laura Ingalls Wilder 
Dakota prairie to their store in town to escape the severe winter. One blizzard follows another until trains stop running and the community, isolated for months, faces starvation. For grades 4-7 and older readers.

 

Let It Snow: Three Holiday Romances, DB068582
by John Green
In three interconnected short stories set in a small southern town, six teens discover unexpected romance after a train is stranded by a blizzard. In "The Jubilee Express" Jubilee takes refuge in a Waffle House and meets local boy Stuart. For senior high readers. 2008.

Do you have loose containers and cartridges?

If you have containers without cartridges or cartridges without containers, please send those orphaned items back to us!

 

DB cartridges can be put in an envelope addressed to us with the phrase “Free Matter for the Blind” written in lieu of postage, and empty containers can simply be dropped in the mail with their return mailing cards. 

 

If you can't find the mailing card, we can send you another—just contact Sheila Smith at 410-230-2437 and ask for a replacement.
 

 

Spread The Word!

 

If you know someone who qualifies to use Talking Book Services, have them call us.  We can send them an application and get them started reading again in no time!

And remember, Library Line is available in Braille, cartridge, by email, or can be downloaded from the library website.  

If you would like to receive Library Line in an alternate format, please call us at 410-230-2443.

 

Interested in Volunteering at the LBPH?

 

We are looking for Book Reviewers and Duplicators as well as volunteers for other special library projects.  For more information contact Wilhelmina Hargrave at whargrav@lbph.lib.md.us, or call 410-230-2430.

 

More information, as well as information on other library programs, can be found on our website.

LBPH 

415 Park Ave. Baltimore, 

Maryland, 21201

 

LIBRARY HOURS

Monday - Friday, 8:00AM-5:00PM

Second Saturday of each month 10:00AM-2:00PM

 

TELEPHONE

In State

410-230-2424

 

Out-of-State

1-800-964-9209

 

TDD

410-333-8679

1-800-934-2541

 

EMAIL

referenc@lbph.lib.md.us
 
2014 Events Calendar

Technology User Group 2nd Saturday of each month at 10 a.m.

Book Club 2nd Saturday of the month, March—October at 12 noon

Friends Board meetings quarterly in January, March, June, and September

Advisory Council meetings quarterly in March, June, September, and December
Book Club 2014

 

 

March 8
The Light Between Oceans, by M.L. Stedman,
Facilitated by Lori Guenthner,
DB075192

 

 

April 12
The Good House, by Ann Leary,
Facilitated by Wilhelmina Hargrave,
DB076232,

BR019880

 


May 10
Good Poems, edited by Garrison Kiellor,
Facilitated by Tyson Fogel,
DB057059 

 

June 14
The Prince of Frogtown, by Rick Bragg,
Facilitated by Nancy Pack,
DB067383 

 July 12
Gone Girl, by Gillian Flynn,
Facilitated by Wilhelmina Hargrave,
DB074888, BR019868 

 

 

August 9
How Green Was My Valley, by Richard Llewellyn,
Facilitated by Tyson Fogel,
DB060225, BR016153 

 

 

September 13
Flight Behavior, by Barbara Kingsolver ,
Facilitated by  Mollyne Honor,
DB075798 

 

 

October, 10

One Maryland One Book Selection, T.B.A.

Facilitated by Iva Blake

 

Library Closings 2014

New Year’s Day - Wednesday January 1st, 2014

Birthday of Martin Luther King Jr.- Monday, January 20th

Presidents’ Day - Monday, February 17th

Service Reduction Day - Friday, May 23rd

Memorial Day - Monday, May 26th

Independence Day - Friday, July 4th
Labor Day - Monday, September 1st

 

 Columbus Day - Monday, October 13th
Veterans’ Day - Tuesday, November 11th

 

 Thanksgiving Day - Thursday, November 27th

 

 American Indian Heritage Day - Friday, November 28th

 

 Christmas Day - Thursday, December 25th
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