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Results of the 2016 Social Studies Survey

Education - Core Content Areas — Accountability Program

The following is a summary of the surveys of local school systems that were conducted pursuant
to House Bill 1227: Education-Core Content Areas-Accountability Program. The information was
gathered in the fall of 2016. The 2016 administration of the social studies survey contained new
questions to more deeply explore the legislatively mandated areas of focus: instructional time for
social studies, availability and use of appropriate instructional materials, instructional
technology, and teacher certification.

The number of survey respondents:

Grade Teachers Districts
Band
Elementary 2290
Middle 695
High 767
Total 3760 24
Summary:

Grade Level Taught

Elementary 2290  61%
Middle 695 185%
High 767 204%

The 2016 survey is consistent with the 2015 results, and data going back to
the first survey in 2012. The data indicates strong differences between the
materials, professional development, and instructional time available to
elementary level social studies teachers and their secondary counterparts.
Instructional time for social studies at the elementary level is dramatically lower
and less consistent between counties than instructional time in the middle and
high schools. Although there is a demand for more social studies specific
professional development across all grade bands, the desire is most pronounced
at the elementary level. Social studies teachers teaching out of their area of
certification remains a challenge for many districts.
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Instructional Time for Social Studies
Elementary: Approximately, how often do you teach social studies throughout the year? (Teachers as

respondents):

One week per quarter 47 21%

2 weeks per quarter 113 4.9%

3 weeks per quarter 180 T.9%

4 weeks per quarter 537 23.5%

Every week of the year 751 32.9%

Ewvery other weekimonth/quarter 622 27 2%

| do not teach social studies 36 1.6%

Elementary: When you teach social studies, how many hours of instructional time do you dedicate to
social studies? (Teachers as respondents):

Less than 1 hour a week 213 9.3%
One hour per week 269 11.7%

Two hours per week 683 29.8%

Three hours per week 583  255%

Four Hours per week 361 15.8%

Five ar maore hours per week 181 T.9%

Middle: How many hours of instructional time are spent in the middle school social studies classroom per
week? (Teachers as respondents):

Less than one hour per week 3 0.4%

1-2 hours/week 13 1.9%
3-6 hoursfweesk 475 65.3%
7-9 hoursfweek 191 27 5%

High School: How many hours of instructional time are spent in the high school social studies classroom
per week? (Teachers as respondents):

Oine hourfweak 2 0.3%

1-2 hours/week 21 2.8%
4-6 hoursfweek 416 55%
S ——— T-9 hoursfiweek 318 A2
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Disciplinary Literacy

Please select all of the following writing skills that you teach and have students practice in your class:

Formulating a thesis statement 1505 41.4%

Formulating... Using text based evidence to support an argument 3018 829%
Responding to a document based question 2770 76.1%

Short writing tasks 3363 92.4%

Extended/multi paragraph writing tasks 1954 53.7%

Research/extended writng 2098 57.7%

Using text ba...
Responding t...
Short writing....
Extendedimu...

Researchfext...

0 400 1,600 2400 3,200

Please select all of the following reading and document analysis skills that you teach and have students
practice in your class:

Identifying the main idea of a source 3338 55.2%

denting .. Analyzing the angins of a source including the author's background and perspective 1887 538%
i Analyzing the context of a source and how the context influenced the message. 2006 57 2%
Al Llf

Corraborafing sources by identfying main areas of agreement and disagreement 1703 436%
Analyzing th...

Annotating sources 1363 385%

Comoborafin...

Annofating s...

0 800 1,600 2400 3.
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Resources for Social Studies Instruction

Are appropriate resources available for instruction in social studies classrooms? (Teachers as
respondents):

Yes 2418 64 9%
Mo 1305 35 1%

Are appropriate resources available for instruction in social studies classrooms (by grade band)?

1400
1200
1000
800
m No
600
EYes

400
200

0
Elementary Middle High
®mNo 962 164 179
HYes 1308 526 584




I .“L v : Karen B. Salmon, Ph.D.

MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF State Superintendent of Schools

EDUCATION

PREPARING WORLD CLASS STUDENTS

200 West Baltimore Street ¢ Baltimore, MD 21201  410-767-0100 » 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD ¢ marylandpublicschools.org

Select all of the following instructional resources you utilize as a part of your instruction:

Textbook 2530 678%

District-created curncular matenials 2431 652%

Textbook Electronic Textbook 899 241%
Computers 3053 21.59%
Maps 2925 784%

District-crea...

Electronic T...

Computers Gl?bes 1662 -4.B°.-'%-

Newspapers/Newspaper articles 1368 36.7%

Maps Current Events Magazines 1333  357%

Globes Primary Sources 2080 558%

Newspaper... Histonical Fiction 1089 252%

Current Eve. Falitical Cartoons 1313 352%

Primary So._. Data charts (Graphs, etc.) 1916 51.4%
Histarical Fi...

Paolitical Car...
Data charts...
0 750 1,500 2,250
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Instructional Technology for Social Studies

Select all types of technology available to you:

Laptop/Chromebook(Tablet or other electronic device for students 2907 77.8%
Teacher computer with projector 3447 92.3%

Document Camera 2664  71.3%

Electronic textbook access 963 25.8%

Laptop/Chro...

Teacher com...

Document C... Smart Board 2669 71.4%
Electronic te.__ Student Response System 867  23.2%
Computer Lab 2389  63.9%
Smart Board
BYOD Policy 601 16.1%
Stugent Res... Leamning Management System (LSM) 228  6.1%
Computer Lab
BYOD Policy
Leaming Ma...
0 800 1,600 2,400 3,200

.Is available technology used for instruction in social studies classrooms? (Teachers as respondents):

YWes 3452 92 5%
MNo 281 7.5%
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Is technology used for instruction in social studies classrooms (by grade band)?

2500 -/
L

2000 -

1500 -

®No
1000 - HYes
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Elementary Middle High

ENo 204 31 46
HYes 2072 663 717

Select all the types of technology you utilize for instructional purposes:

Laptop/ChromebookiTablet or other electronic device for students 2697 72.6%
Teacher computer with projector 3416 91.9%

Document Camera 2521  67.6%

Electronic textbook access 781 21%

Document C... Smart Board 2561  68.9%
Student Response System 479 12.9%

Computer Lab Access 1512 40.7%

BYOD Policy 505 136%

Learning Management System (LSM) 197 53%

Laptop/Chro...

Teacher com...

Electronic te...
Smart Board
Student Res...
Computer La...
BYOD Palicy
Learning Ma...

i 800 1.600 2,400 3,200
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Professional Development in Social Studies

Professional Development provided by districts (Supervisors as respondents):

Is there district level, social studies specific, professional development opportunities for teachers?

YWes 22 100%
Mo 0 0%

Elementary School
Yes 18 81.8%
Mo 4 182%

Middle School
Yes 19 1009%
No 1] 0%

High School
Yes 19 100%
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Is there appropriate social studies-specific professional development available to you? (Teachers as
respondents):

Yes 2009 53.9%
Mo 1716 46.1%

Is appropriate professional development available to you (by grade band)?

1400 -
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District-level professional development meetings are held (per school year): (Supervisors as respondents)

One Full Day 3 13%

One Half Day 0O 0%

Two FullDays 9 391%

Two Half Days 2 8.7%

Other T 30.4%

After School meetings 2 5. T%
Mone 0 0%

Select all the types of social studies-specific professional development you have engaged in during the

past 12 months. (Teachers as respondents)

Conference...
‘Webinars
On-ine cours....
Planning tim...
Personal pla...
College Course
Continuing P...
College Boar...
Book Study

District level...

0 500

1,000 1.500 2,000 2,50

Conference attendance 675 216%

Webinars 410 13.1%

On-line courses 434 139%

Planning time with colleagues 2398 76.8%

Personal planning time 2712 86.9%

College Course 320 10.3%

Continuing Professional Development (CPD) course 695 22.3%
College Beard Traiming 159 5.1%

Book Study 366 11.7%

District level Social Studies Professional development 1396 44.7%
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Social Studies Certification

How many secondary school social studies classes in middle school are taught by teachers who are
teaching a majority of classes out of their area of certification?

LEA Number of middle school Number of high school
classes taught by teachers classes taught by teachers
out of their area of out of their area of
certification. certification.

Allegany 0 0

Anne Arundel 43 43

Baltimore City 271 385

Baltimore 46 81

Calvert No Data Reported No Data Reported

Caroline 0 0

Carroll 20 11

Cecill 0 0

Charles 44 5

Dorchester 0 0

Frederick 0

Garrett 0 0

Harford 0 6

Howard 16 10

Kent 0 0

Montgomery 12 20

Prince George’s No Data Reported No Data Reported

Queen Anne’s 0 0

St. Mary’s 0 0

Somerset 0 0

Talbot 0 0

Washington 35 3

Wicomico 0 0

Worcester 26 0
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Certification for middle school social studies teachers

LEA Elementary | Middle School | Secondary
Certified Certified Certified
Allegany 0 5 5
Anne Arundel 45 32 89
Baltimore City 90 4 64
Baltimore 58 51 138
Calvert No Data No Data No Data
Reported Reported Reported
Caroline 2 1 6
Carroll 3 7 46
Cecil 14 23 15
Charles 6 4 26
Dorchester 0 7 10
Frederick 26 0 41
Garrett 6 6 4
Harford 25 12 57
Howard 20 11 83
Kent 3 1 3
Montgomery 9 336 734
Prince No Data No Data No Data
George’s Reported Reported Reported
Queen Anne's 4 0 15
St. Mary’'s 3 12 15
Somerset 1 4 3
Talbot 2 2 8
Washington 10 6 27
Wicomico 5 7 0
Worcester 6 4 8
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